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The Governor’s Minority Student College Preparation Program annual summary highlights academic enrichment programs developed for African American middle and junior high school students at Kentucky’s eight public universities and 12 community and technical colleges of the Kentucky Community and Technical College System.  Created in 1986 to address the underrepresentation of African American students in postsecondary education, the GMSCPP assists students in preparing for high school and postsecondary education in order to become full recipients of equal educational opportunities as well as the beneficiary of all the rights and privileges afforded them by acquiring a postsecondary education.  The program builds strong connections among middle and junior high schools and the public postsecondary education system, enabling students to identify and address possible academic challenges before transitioning to high school.  

Participants of the 2006-07 GMSCPP include 1,091 middle and junior high school students from 155 schools across the state.  The number of participants, as well as the number of schools served, has consistently increased over the past four years.  In addition, several new programs have been created through the KCTCS.  Programs achieving their enrollment limit established waiting lists.  Currently, 300 applicants have been placed on the waiting list for academic year 2006-07.  All programs maintain a similar focus: introduce students to the value and benefits of postsecondary education, establish the significance of enrolling in rigorous academic coursework to prepare for postsecondary education, and challenge students to plan for the higher admission standards and graduation requirements adopted by the Kentucky Department of Education.  
Former participants transitioning out of the program have enrolled in colleges, technical schools, and universities throughout Kentucky, and other states.  Council staff encouraged program directors to collect student data to measure the progress of the program, assess the impact on student preparation, and quantify GMSCPP participation in higher education in the Commonwealth.   Results show that the program has been both efficient and effective in transitioning students from middle and junior high school into Kentucky’s postsecondary education system.     

The program promotes student access, family and community involvement, and increases awareness of the process for admission and enrollment in Kentucky’s public higher education system.  The eight universities and participating KCTCS institutions are committed to ensuring that African American students are sufficiently prepared to enroll in and excel at postsecondary education institutions.  Based upon the 2006-07 annual reports, Council staff presented several comments and recommendations to enhance the program in 2007-08.
The GMSCPP is relied upon by many parents, administrators, community leaders, and educational stakeholders to further efforts to achieve equity in higher education in Kentucky; the CPE continues to be a proud supporter of student access and equal educational opportunities across the Commonwealth. The GMSCPP and similar programs assist in enhancing the number of prepared students that enter the postsecondary education system and will assist in meeting the House Bill 1 mandate to double the number of bachelor’s degree holders by 2020.
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