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Fall 2007 Estimated First-Time Freshman Enrollment
Several years ago a number of Kentucky Postsecondary institutions experienced a dramatic downturn in the enrollment of African American first-time freshmen.  This decline raised questions such as whether this is a trend, are all institutions experiencing similar decreases, what is being done to stem the tide, and is there a common approach or program that the institutions should be implementing to continually increase the level of diversity on their campus. 
Overall, the public postsecondary system experienced a 12.3 percent increase with a 13.7 percent increase in African American first-time freshman enrollment.  Public four-year institutions, overall, experienced an increase in the number of first-time freshmen in fall 2007 over fall 2006.  Three institutions (MuSU, UK, and WKU) experienced a slight decrease in first-time freshmen in fall 2007 compared to fall 2006.  However, among the three institutions, MuSU and WKU experienced a decrease in the enrollment of African Americans while UK experienced an 8.8 percent increase in first-time African American enrollment.  

The KCTCS experienced the greatest increase in first-time freshmen enrollment (28.5 percent) overall and a 17.8 percent increase in enrollment of African Americans as first-time students.  Systemwide first-time freshmen enrollment increased 12.3 percent and enrollment of African Americans as first-time students increased 13.7 percent.  The attached chart compares the actual fall 2006 enrollment to the estimated fall 2007 enrollment by race and ethnicity.  The comparison is intended to provide a snapshot of how well institutional programs are working and providing student access.  The analysis shows mixed results regarding the pattern of enrollment of African Americans as first-time freshmen. 

Eastern Kentucky University: first-time freshmen enrollment increased by 39 students, first-time African American enrollment increased by 39 students, and first-time Hispanic enrollment increased by nine students. 

Kentucky Community and Technical College System: first-time freshmen enrollment increased by 3,164 students, first-time African American enrollment increased by 180 students, and first-time Hispanic enrollment increased by 33 students. 
Kentucky State University: first-time freshmen enrollment increased by 201 students, first-time African American enrollment increased by 86 students, and first-time Hispanic enrollment increased by three students.
Morehead State University: first-time freshmen enrollment increased by 168 students, first-time African American enrollment increased by nine students, and first-time Hispanic enrollment increased by two students.
Murray State University: first-time freshmen enrollment decreased by 31 students, first-time African American enrollment decreased by three students, and first-time Hispanic enrollment increased by two students. 
Northern Kentucky University: first-time freshmen enrollment increased by 17 students, first-time African American enrollment increased by 24 students, and first-time Hispanic enrollment decreased by five students.

University of Kentucky: first-time freshmen enrollment decreased by 170 students, first-time African American enrollment increased by 21 students, and first-time Hispanic enrollment decreased by 12 students.

University of Louisville: first-time freshmen enrollment increased by 187 students, first-time African American enrollment increased by 35 students, and first-time Hispanic enrollment decreased by 11 students.

Western Kentucky University: first-time freshmen enrollment decreased by 83 students, first-time African American enrollment decreased by 11 students, and first-time Hispanic enrollment decreased by three students.

Total universities: first-time freshmen enrollment increased by 328 students, first-time African American enrollment increased by 200 students, and first-time Hispanic enrollment decreased by 18 students.

Estimated fall 2007 total first-time freshmen enrollment at the universities increased 1.9 percent while first-time freshmen enrollment at KCTCS increased 28.5 percent compared to fall 2006.  Fall 2006 actual first-time freshmen enrollment data indicated that on average African Americans had access in greater numbers to the KCTCS institutions.  The actual progress of ethnic minorities in fall 2007 will not be available until December when final enrollments are confirmed. 
Staff preparation by Sherron Jackson
Attachment 5A 
Background: Reporting of Entering Fall Estimated Enrollment

At the October 16, 2006, meeting, the committee confirmed that reporting of entering enrollment will be continued.  Council staff presented a report at the February 2007 meeting that included a reporting procedure that ensures all institutions are identifying and reporting students using the same process that resulted in comparisons that are not misleading, and recognizes the unique characteristics of institutions.  The process identified and adopted for collecting, reporting and entering fall estimated enrollment follow. 
The Process: 

· Early enrollment estimates for all students will continue to be collected as they have in the past; however, the early enrollment for entering freshmen by race at the universities will be counted for students either who enter as first-time students in the fall or who entered as first-time during the summer and returned in the fall. 

· These summer/fall cohort figures will be compared to official summer/fall figures from the previous year based on the data submitted through the comprehensive database.

· The summer/fall cohort for KCTCS will be compared to data they supply for the same point in time from the previous year and not official end-of-term figures. 
This overall approach will insure a better, more accurate way of informing the committee and the public of the progress made by the postsecondary system.
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