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In January 2008, superintendents from local school districts were invited to send a district team 
to full day ACT workshops sponsored by the Kentucky Department of Education (KDE). The 
workshops were designed to teach district representatives how to interpret and use EXPLORE 
and PLAN results to prepare students for the ACT, as well as how to use data from the March 
ACT administration. The program also addressed curriculum and instruction issues relevant to 
these assessments. 
 
Each district was invited to bring a team of three people (an administrator, a counselor, and a 
lead teacher from either middle school or high school) who were expected to subsequently lead 
comparable workshops for colleagues in their district.  
 
During the morning portion of the program, representatives from the Council on Postsecondary 
Education (CPE), the Kentucky Community and Technical College System (KCTCS), and the 
KDE addressed the vision leading to the adoption of EXPLORE, PLAN, and the ACT for 
Kentucky. Joe Dell Brasel, Kentucky’s consultant from ACT’s Atlanta office, reviewed the 
College Readiness Standards and College Readiness Benchmarks and helped participants relate 
these to their own student and school reports. 
 
Three afternoon breakout sessions allowed participants to develop best-practice strategies for 
using the information shared in the morning session: 
 
1. Administrators met with representatives from the Office of School Leadership and 

Improvement to learn how to collaborate and lead to effectively guide, support, and monitor 
school level staff in implementation of EPAS to ensure improved student achievement. 

 
2. Counselors met with representatives from secondary education to learn how to integrate the 

EPAS data, the Individual Learning Plan, and a strong advising program to maximize student 
achievement. 

 
3. Teachers met with staff from KDE's Division of Curriculum Development to examine 

evidence of ACT’s College Readiness Standards in Kentucky's Program of Studies and 
develop strategies for classroom instruction. 
 

The dates and locations of the meeting were as follows:   
 
January 17 – Hazard Community and Technical College (Hazard) 
January 18 – Ashland Community and Technical College (Ashland) 
January 28 – DOE Transportation Cabinet (Frankfort) 
January 29 – Jefferson Community and Technical College (Louisville) 
January 30 – Henderson Community College (Henderson) 
January 31 – Hopkinsville Community College (Hopkinsville) 
 
Chris Powell, policy advisor with KDE’s Office of Assessment and Accountability, will brief the 
Council on the information shared and input received from the field at the meetings.  


