MEMORANDUM

TO:                Members, Interim Joint Committee on Education

FROM:          Gordon K. Davies, President, Council on Postsecondary Education

SUBJECT:     Quarterly Report

DATE:           May 2001

With House Resolution 1, the 2001 General Assembly directed the Council on Postsecondary Education to report quarterly to the education committees on the Endowment Match Program (known as Bucks for Brains) and on the progress of postsecondary reforms of Governor Paul E. Patton and the legislature.

As you know, we are well into the second biennium for Bucks for Brains. Virtually all of the $110 million available in public funding in the first biennium (1998-2000) has been matched by private dollars raised by the universities. The University of Kentucky and the University of Louisville, Kentucky’s research institutions, quickly matched their combined $100 million. All but one of the six comprehensive universities have matched or nearly matched their allocations. For the current biennium (2000-02), more than half of the $120 million has been matched. The results: Endowed chairs at the research universities have nearly tripled, from 47 to 123, and endowed professorships have more than tripled, from 55 to 172. 

Among the nationally respected researchers hired through Bucks for Brains are Suzanne T. Ildstad, a physician, now at the University of Louisville, known for her efforts to increase patients’ tolerance for organ transplants and to improve treatment for sickle-cell anemia. At the University of Kentucky, another Bucks for Brains scholar, Dr. Bradley Anderson has joined the faculty of the highly rated College of Pharmacy, bringing with him more than $1 million in funding from the National Institutes of Health and the pharmaceutical industry. Holder of six patents, he has researched innovative treatments of AIDS and cancer.

The latest enrollment figures – final and official for fall 2000 – show an encouraging 5-percent increase from the previous year for all students, full and part time, at Kentucky’s publicly supported colleges and universities. Leading the way is one of the notable early successes of reform, the Kentucky Community and Technical College System. Its enrollment rose by 13.4 percent to more than 52,000 students. The KCTCS attributed the record numbers to more degree programs, including those offered through the Kentucky Virtual University, and greater emphasis on recruiting and retaining students. Most of the eight universities also saw enrollment increases.

Continuing one of the most successful such startups anywhere, the Kentucky Virtual University’s enrollment is now more than 3,000 students taking some 4,000 courses. Just two years ago, when it began, KYVU had about 200 students. More than half of the students are older than traditional college-going age. Nearly two-thirds are women. KYVU allows Kentucky’s colleges and universities, independent as well as public, to expand enrollment beyond students who can get to campuses at assigned places and times. KYVU’s innovative revolving loan fund helps institutions design online programs. The virtual university also offers professional training and certification. Both KYVU and its companion Kentucky Virtual Library – a wealth of databases, magazines, journals, and books free to all Kentuckians – have attracted regional and national publicity. 

Wise and effective use of Kentucky’s dollars is an important part of reform. As new academic programs are developed, others that produce too few graduates are being eliminated or modified. While 85 programs have been started since 1997, the universities are closing 149. 

As reform gathers momentum and begins to show results, how will we all know just how well Kentucky is doing as it pursues the goals set by legislators and the governor: more education for more Kentuckians and a higher standard of living?

The Council on Postsecondary Education has approved performance standards based on five questions:

1. Are more Kentuckians ready for college?

2. Are more students enrolling?

3. Are more students advancing through the system?

4. Are we preparing Kentuckians for life and work?

5. Are Kentucky’s communities and economy benefiting?

Postsecondary education plays a crucial role in the overall improvement of our commonwealth – improvement that should include better health besides expanded opportunities and stronger cities, counties, businesses, and civic organizations.

Thank you for your commitment to postsecondary reform. Together, we have much work to do. But you and Governor Patton have headed Kentucky in the right direction. As the National Center for Public Policy and Higher Education noted recently, Kentucky is “a state to watch.”

